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STRATEGIC REVIEW 

(PLEASE NOTE -- this is a summary list. Not all participants share all viewpoints, and IPI’s views are not necessarily the same as those expressed)
Reasons for desirability of a national liberal political party 

A) Well-being of people

· Economy will grow faster, wealth distributed justly, social harmony & opportunities for vertical mobility, dignity, pride in being Indian - need more pride in ourselves, show the world that Indian are capable people.

B) Governance

· Good Governance and accountable governance, free trade can be dysfunctional without liberal governance, need for enabling governance

C) Freedom

· Liberty guaranteed, need to preserve individual liberty

D) Role of such a platform

· Will draw the right kind of people (magnet); unless we take charge, existing parties will continue negative subsidies, influence of platform will be great despite possibly low numbers, engine for change in socialistic mindset of the people

E) Other reasons

· Need to throw out Congress, danger of BJP (Secular values in danger), need of the time,  people are tired  of political parties but not of politics, need to break the politics of consensus  that dominates today, ILG  not enough, party with a difference,  long-term imperative, need to create a line of access to government machinery, install political leadership with conviction

Reasons for not wanting a liberal political party 

· Power can be misused, need to deepen democracy first
Underlying liberal Creed

· Secular

· Free Enterprise/ Free Markets/ Private Property

· Individual liberty

· Focused government, non-interfering government

· Rule of law

· Equality of opportunity

· Openness to new ideas

· Responsible/ Good citizenship

Opportunities/ timing

Demand side

· Worst sufferers of socialism are farmers, consumers the greatest beneficiaries, mindsets of people have changed  (eg. freer /confident attitude to English),  complete reversal of young people perception (vis-a-vis 1950-70) 
Timing

· Proper time for liberal party, time is most opportune when people have tasted freedom. (Gorbachev’s Russia), large number of economic liberals across different parties, something needed “right now”

Supply side

Liberal assets

· SBP, apolitical groups aligned in policy prescriptions

Ongoing activity

· SBP preparing for the next elections

Obstacles (among many more)

Demand side:

· Message, need to work on common views - what would good governance look like, liberal Constituency is particularly lethargic

Supply side

· Barriers to political entry, human resource constraint, funds constraint, (many industrialists happy to “manage” within system, want to be free but not “that free”, financial support absent due to victimisation of those who fund)

Detailed analysis uncovered ways to overcome some obstacles.

 OPTIONS (where to go)

1. New political party

2. Strengthen and expand SBP

3. Encourage and support regional liberal initiatives

4. Facilitate small ‘p’ politics by liberal NGOs

5. Combinations of the above
These options were evaluated and decisions taken (strategy), as communicated in the one-page summary. 
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