PRELIMINARY TRANSCRIPT OF ADDRESS BY SHARAD JOSHI AT THE SEMINAR ORGANISED BY IPI ON 9 JANUARY 2004.

Thank you, ladies & gentlemen. 

Sanjeev promised a tea break sometime before the lunch really & I think that the tea break time has come & gone. My job is going to be to see that your lunch is not too delayed. This is a Seminar following on four days of Workshop. Around the table, sometimes we were very correct in our behavior, sometimes a little unruly and occasionally very uncouth. But what was important for all of us at that time was to thrash out issues and find some concrete solutions that would change the world. This was not a very soft pedal or cushion type of discussion. I would remember these four days as probably some of the most important days of my life. At the end of the four days workshop, we have a small meeting here. It's called a Seminar. It's a small meeting really and I would say that this is a small meeting, but probably a very big step for those who cherish the freedom of the individual and for every liberal.

Sanjeev has talked about me by name Sharad Joshi. Wadhwa has talked about me, and those of you; coming from Delhi, highly metropolitan, urban background, are worried, where did this Sharad Joshi pop up in this Liberal Seminar. 

As they described, I am essentially a farm leader. I think I can claim that I started a whole new epoch in the Farm Movement. I came on the scene when people thought that agriculture was a way of life and nobody accepted that the farmer had to live and make an earning like everybody else, that it had to be a vocation based on an exchange of what the farmers produced with what was produced by the non-farmers. My contribution there was, very briefly: I established a thesis by abundant documentation and evidence, that after the British had left, after the white Britishers had left, the Black Britishers had taken over New Delhi. And they were exploiting the countryside and farmer exactly in the same manner as the old Britishers, keeping the prices of raw materials low and raising the prices of all secondary & tertiary goods. 

Farmers are under a negative subsidy. That was the thesis I pointed out at that time; which was stoutly opposed by most economists in this country. I can say that there wasn't any economist who stood by me at that time. The controversy continued until 1986 when as a part of the WTO negotiations, different Governments were required to state on paper with concrete figures and statistics, what was the policy followed by each government about their own farmers. Japanese declared that their policy was such:  I would try to put it in as uneconomical terms as possible -- They stated that their policy was that if the cost of production of agriculture was 100 yen then somewhere in the market the farmer should be getting around 190 yen. The European Economic Committee put it on paper, that if the European farmer had spent 100 Francs, then he should be getting somewhere between 160-165 Francs. The Americans said that they tried to get for the American farmer against the cost of production of $100 something like $ 135. The Government of India, in the document - which is well preserved by me -- it was put on the table of the Parliament, blandly accepted that the policy of the Government of India has been:  if the cost of production of an Indian farmer was Rs.183, that he should not get more than Rs. 100 in the market. This was the triumph of the thesis that I had presented at that time and now there is no doubt left. Negative subsidy to the farmer is no longer Sharad Joshi's personal hobby. This is a fact that is now accepted by the Government of India itself.

After that I did do a lot of work beyond the farmers frontiers and am also the leader of possibly the worlds largest women's organization, whose events are attended by, at any time, 200-300 thousand women. Now when you run an agitation, you can't be strictly away from politics, because anybody who can gather, if need be, a million farmers whether it is in Maharashtra or Punjab or Uttar Pradesh, just cannot remain away from politics, by the sheer fact that he represents such large numbers. I was strictly an apolitical being, and like many of you, I thought politics was a dirty game and I should remain strictly away from it. 

There were certain obligations and compulsions that came. I have myself been arrested and put in jail on 27 separate occasions in 8 different states in this country for no other crime except demanding rights for the farmers. I have had at a time, 728 criminal cases filed against me. I put all this before the workshop yesterday so that they should not make a mistake. If they would not like to have someone with that kind of a criminal record like me, then I would not be their person. For some time it was quite clear that the people have to go to jail and in my agitation, literally hundreds of thousands of farmers have gone to jail, and I modestly claim that the number of people who have gone to jail in my movement is larger than the number of people who went to jail in the entire independence movement. 

Now they need some kind of a defense, some kind of a protection. Then you have to go to the court. Then you have to pay the fee of the lawyer, etc. And we found that we have to ensure that those who have gone to jail once don't loose heart and are prepared to come out a second time for going to the jail. This is even more true about those who get even once hit by a police baton. If you get once hit by a police baton, it's unlikely that you would come to face the police unless you are allowed to have a baton in your own hands. 

Now if that is not easy then we have to device other mechanisms. We have to have necessary support from the political system that will obtain the objectives of the agitation. We were not interested in the elections then. But our experience has taught us and we have seen a succession of political parties since the Janta Dal, the BJP, and others, but no Government followed a different policy. They continued to follow, what I call the policy of negative subsidy for agriculture. So anybody who gets into the Government suddenly gets anti farmer. They talk of being good to the farmer during the election campaign. But once they get into the Mantralaya or Sachivalaya, they become indistinguishable from their predecessors.  We tried several types of policies. We helped the small thief against the big thief in the elections but soon it became very difficult to distinguish between who was the bigger thief and who was the smaller thief.

So we finally thought that we had to give up the policy of remaining away from politics. Narendra Swamy Naidu, who was the greatest peasant leader from Tamil Nadu (I consider him as my Guru), he once told me, “Mr. Joshi sometime back, you said you liked to remain away from politics, that was nice, that was good on your part. It's like a young girl of 10 or 15 saying that Father I never want to get married. But when the time comes, she starts asking to get married and she needs to get married. Similarly, after every movement has attained a certain degree of maturity, it has got to enter politics.”  

By that time socialism had collapsed. A new brand of politicians had come forward who offered not a political agenda but religious or communal or caste agenda. We had the dubious choice to make between a party that had exploited the farmer and another party who was trying to preach hatred for a mass of people because they belonged to a minority. How do you make the choice? What is the comparison? How do you make the comparison? Then we came to another conclusion that if we have the monsters of communalists we'll support the economic tyrants rather than the communal monsters. 

But all this could not go on for long. Ultimately we came to a point where our workers started complaining -- that “we feel dirty about even to having to travel with these people”. In an election campaign you move with people with whom you form a temporary alliance. “We are used to clear and succinct logic but when we go to hear the speeches of the political leaders we feel as if we are getting dirty”. That was the kind of resistance. 

At that time we thought that rather than going on shifting the names, shifting the alliances, shifting the electoral symbol -- because every time you shift the election symbol your percentage of vote gets affected, we thought that we would go out on our own. 

Shetkari Sangathana would not turn political because it was supposed to be a non-political farmers organization. Shetkari Sangathana should have a political visage where it should be able to take part in political activity. 

With my great luck that at that time, Minoo Masani, who had taken a lot of interest in the farmers movement right from the beginning -- advised me that we should call a small conclave of about 20 - 30 farm leaders from all over the country. We sat there. You remember Sanjeev, that on the first day I mentioned that the meeting that you convened reminded me of the meeting Minoo Masani called. On those four days we met in Lonavla, Minoo Masani insisted that we should become more frankly political & there were colleagues of mine who sort of beseeched Minoo Masani telling him -- “Please spare Sharad Joshi. We've seen the hardship he's gone through. We've seen how his family has broken up, and all that. Please spare him that.” 

But all the same Minoo Masani said, “This is the need of the Liberal Movement today. I can't see anybody today who has better credentials to run the liberal fight than Sharad Joshi has.” Because all through the Kisan Movement, our point was that it was the intervention of the State that was depriving the farmers of their legitimate income. And I stood for the Government remaining absolutely away from the agricultural commodity markets. In fact when the WTO came and the Dunkel Draft came for discussion, you might recall -- some of you, that I was the only one who defended it. Practically every economist defends WTO today. That time I had said that if I met Mr. Dunkel, I'll put the badge of my Sangathana (Farmers Organization) on his lapel.

That has been the kind of my background. I am essentially a farm man. But I was not born in a farmer's family. I am possibly the only farm leader in India who was not born in a farmer's family. There have been no farmers in at least five generations that I know. 

When I came back to India from Switzerland, after a stint at the UN as Head of the Informatics Division, that's my basic specialization, I had a big handicap. I was used to working in French for 15 years before I came back to India. And to make a switch over from French to Marathi, but to the kind of Marathi that is understood by the farmers, by the countryman, was really a big job. I was disqualified to be a farm leader on every count. If you issued an advertisement for an ideal Farm Leader, I would have failed on every count. But its God's grace that I think it has somehow happened that in a matter of ten years somebody who was not having not even the basic qualifications to be a farmer, possibly received more affection from farmers and their families than anybody else in history has. And that has become my basic strength. 

And then I decided that I should be used not only for solving the small problems of the farmers, by getting prices for onions, by getting prices for cotton or for getting prices for sugarcane, but other problems too. The largest movement that I ever led was for the "Karz Mukti" appeals, where I got 200 thousand farmers to file insolvency petitions in the courts to tell the court - “Have a check upon our economy and you will find that it is the Government who is responsible for our predicament. Then you should ask the Government to write off all the loans or permit us to start afresh.” 

Now if I want to convey the message of freedom beyond the countryside, beyond the farmers, then I have to develop certain other contacts. And I have been doing this persistently over the last ten years. In fact, of the people who were present for the workshop, at least half were quite familiar with the work of the Shetkari Sangathana and with me. I never lost an occasion when the Liberals have come together in order to organize themselves in a better way.

Sanjeev's workshop was in a class by itself. Firstly we had some very distinguished Liberals, secondly we had some people like Mr. Raju who had the distinction of being in the Swatantra Party, and who also leads the largest single group of Liberals called the "Indian Liberals Group". So you can see that every worthwhile Liberal was represented in this workshop. Their agenda was --- how do we go from here to take part in politics. Mr. Das already talked to you about the manner of the discussion. They came to the conclusion that there was no point in reinventing the wheel and if we wanted to start a new party, then it would require a lot of tedious work for getting the registration, for getting the symbol, and that would mean at least that apart from the hard work, that we will miss the elections that are likely to happen in the next 3-4 months. Time being short, that was certainly one consideration, if not spoken, at least in the minds of many people. They decided that we should give a try to the Swatantra Bharat Party which has followed a long tradition.

The liberal movement in India did not start with Rajaji. I would trace its history, at least that is what I have done in my book, to the Vedanta philosophy which was the basic philosophy which denies the role for any intermediary between the individual and the cosmos. In the ... and the Brahmand, there is no intermediary that the Vedanta accepts. Don't misunderstand me, I'm not saying Hinduism. Because Vedanta belongs to the .... School of Philosophy, which does not come from the Vedas, but comes from the local schools in India. After that the British came and that is really a sort of quantum jump in Liberal thought, because the whole treasure of liberal thought was placed before us.

Among the first generation of Indian liberals, we should count among them Gokhale, who was so much a liberal and called a liberal by Mahatma Gandhi, Ram Mohan Roy before that and some of the names that are not commonly used in this context, but I consider them as more shiningly staunch liberals such as Jyoti Bajule from Maharashtra and Sir Chhotu Ram from Haryana, who was in a position to tell Mahatma Gandhi that he should not preach people to disobey laws. Law and order is a great gift given by the British to us and you should not break that. He also advised Gandhi not to bring in spiritualism into politics. These were the Liberals we had. Then Gandhi of course was a great liberal, liberal to the point of being an anarchist. Gandhi wanted -- Gandhi is on record as having said, and I think that he wanted the British to go because of that, that their departure would be the beginning of the end of the State as an Institution. Unfortunately, most great men are defeated by their own disciples. And when independence came and when Gandhi was no more, his first and most favourite successor debunked Gandhism not only on economics but even on politics. Gandhi wanted the village to be at the centre of independent India, Nehru wanted cities to become important. Gandhi thought agriculture is important, Nehru thought industries are important. Gandhi thought State should have a minimum role to play that the private sector should have a preponderant influence on the economic development, but Nehruvian economics destroyed whatever ideas motivated the freedom movement.

And it was at this time that the next important step came about, about which you've already heard. Rajaji himself a great champion of the freedom movement, KM  Munshi, Masani, and a whole lot of people whom also I consider as my Gurus in the farners movement, all these people came together. They put up a fight for liberalization in times that were extremely difficult. That was an epoch that we will wonder about even a 100 years later. How could the whole humanity be duped by as empty a philosophy as Marxism? How is it that for many years, young people, even learned people, continued to think that socialism was the future? That was the time that Russia was one of the Super Powers and every now and then the number of Socialist countries was going up and most of the people were resigned to the idea that one day sooner or later we will become Socialist. It was at that time that Rajaji raised the flag of liberalization in opposition to Socialism.

Unfortunately his party fell a victim (I think I can say it because Mr. Raju is not present here) -- I think that in political gimmickry, the Nehruvian dynasty came up smarter than any of the politicians, They succeeded in painting the Swatantra Party as the party of the Princes and the capitalists, which were bad words at that time. If today someone says today he's a capitalist, it's a good thing for him and good thing for me if he is a capitalist. But in those days "Garibi Hatao" was the slogan and in spite of the fact that Swatantra Party got most of its MPs elected from the countryside constituencies, and not one of them from the metropolitan cities, Nehru and Indira Gandhi succeeded in creating a smoke screen that this was essentially not a common man’s party. They could not last the Indira wave that came after the Bangladesh war. 

Suddenly a new development happened. That was around the eighties -- and that contribution to the liberal movement comes from the farmers movement in India, which demanded no help. Which asked the Government just to take off its “cotton-picking hands” and get off their chests so that they could manage, so that they could mind their own business. That was the movement that continued for the last 25 years and I must say honestly that what this movement, particularly what the Shetkari Sangathana in Maharashtra has said, now constitutes the basic draft on agriculture of the World Trade Organization. That is the kind of vindication that has happened.

But after that again, once again, we liberals thought that we were sort of lost in the woods. We succeeded in defeating Socialism, but in the process the economic agenda as a whole got defeated. And on the agenda came the Ramas and the Shivaji's, the castes, and the Mandals and things like that, with the result that one started wondering, that those who followed wrong economics -- were they not better than those who talked of Rama as the God of hatred? 

I think this is when you and I and all of us here are stepping in this is an extremely difficult period.

There is no person in the world today or at least in India today, who proudly states that he is a socialist. Most of them would be in lunatic asylums in any case, because it has been proved that it doesn't work; but the forces of socialism are not exhausted and over. The people who benefited under the socialist regime -- in Shetkari Sangathana we have coined a very good expression for that "neta, taskar, goonda, afsar" these are the people who benefited under the socialist rule, -- they are trying their best to organize themselves to oppose the advent of liberalization. That's what's going to happen in Mumbai, where the Social Forum people are coming together. That is what happened in Seattle, that is what happened till Cancun in Genoa. Those so-called champions of the poor people are able to rally hundreds of thousands of people as far away as in Cancun in Mexico or Seattle in the US, to see to it that the WTO organs are not able to function.

Thieves gang up much better than the Liberals do. Liberal organization is a sort of contradiction of terms. Those who get unearned benefits walk together and they are able to resist the advent of the liberal movement. 

And if now anybody thinks that the major hurdle is removed, that the USSR has fallen, that Nehruvian planning has fallen, now all that remains is to put a flag of liberalisation, they are sadly mistaken. 

The worst and the most difficult fights are ahead of us. It is at such a time that this workshop was held, it is at this time that at the end of this workshop, seminar and this small meeting, that I have been given an extremely difficult task, of ensuring that in the immediate future, in the coming elections, the liberals, the Liberal party  -- the Swatantra Bharat Party, becomes at least a nationally recognized party.

Could we have done that? Even if this workshop had never happened and if this seminar had never happened, Swatantrata Bharat Party has decided to go ahead and take part in these elections. 

Shetkari Sangathana has brother farmer organizations or sister fanner organizations in 14 states out of which we have selected 4 where we have seen participation of hundreds of thousands of farmers in our events. We are going to fight in Haryana, Punjab, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. In these five states we are hoping that out of these, at least in four states we'll get at least 6% of the votes. That's all that is required for recognition. You need to get 6% of the vote in a state and if you get 6% of the votes in 4 states, you get national recognition. Which means that ... (end of cassette) (beginning of cassette) ..... takes place. 

The first thing that has to be done for keeping the liberal fight going is to ensure that kind of voter turnout in the coming elections, which may not be more than 3-4 months ahead. 

I am glad that with the strength that I have amassed, piece by piece over the last 25 years, I am recognized, in spite of my appearances, in spite of the fact that I don't wear a dhoti, in spite of the fact that I don't smoke a hukka, that I'm essentially a farm leader. But every farm leader is put in the basket of Tikait and therefore people do not immediately think of any other dimension. 

This workshop has put a sort of a seal of approval on what Swatantrata Bharat Party has done. We had a national convention in the month of November in Mumbai. We've come out with a vivid, detailed electoral manifesto. All of you can have access to it on the website, even on Sanjeev’s website. And I would even at this stage welcome any comments or suggestions that you may have to make about this electoral manifesto. 

The whole electoral manifesto was summarized in my speech at the Plenary, which was attended by a gathering, which was much larger than the gathering which attended the recent Sonia's meeting at the same venue. We gave certain messages, No. 1 - That the slogan of dictatorship for the poor labourer has brought the world to a disaster. Mrs. Thatcher talked of the democracy of the entrepreneur. We would like to talk about the democracy of those who feed others, those who actually produce. No. 2 - The slogan was that we are also trying to get into power, but others want to get into power, so that they can wield power, for giving patronage, for patronizing people and getting a greater share of votes. We are seeking power so that the institution of the State may be dissolved and we may have a society where there are plural governments. 

I'll explain this idea taking a minute, because I think it's very important. I am not against the State. I am not for the abolition of the State. On the contrary I want a very strong state when it comes to law and order. Unless you have law and order -- it was something that was done in the earlier days of the East India Company where the East India Company government, created a situation where as they say - you can put a piece of gold on your shoulder and go up to Kashi and nobody will molest you. But the thugs have returned and the law and order is completely destroyed. What you read in the newspapers is the return of the thuggery and unless law and order is established, liberal society and liberal economy is impossible. If I can't get my contract enforced in a court of law in say three months (today it takes 3 generations to get a contract done), its not going to be possible to have a liberal society. We have spelt out in great details the manner in which the law and order needs to be restored, the manner in which the legal system should be changed, the manner in which the economic system should be changed. 

The most important lesson is — in an election political leaders get elected on the basis of one man per vote, ie. one-man one vote. If you get elected on that basis then you have authority only in dealing with situations where all men are equal, and all men are equal only in case of law, order and security. Laloo Prasad's who get elected in political elections have no business to try and decide who'll be the Vice Chancellor of Patna University, or any one who gets elected on the basis of one man one vote, has no business to take on the work of Mother Teresa, because looking after the weak and the poor is the job of essentially those people who are moved by piety and who don't try to earn money in fodder. 

The only model of pro- poor or poverty eradication program that has succeeded in India are the langars in Gurudwaras - where you can go to stay for 7 days and eat, and you will find that there are no mendicants among Sikhs in Punjab. In all other states you have mendicants. That's a demonstrated example of a good ideal poverty eradication program.

Those who talked of poverty eradication and garibi hatao have only increased garibi and we'll have to formulate an alternative plan where the preponderant importance is given to those who produce wealth and which provides for encouragement and support to those who need help but there will be no free lunching that will be permitted in that system. 

We have a whole electoral manifesto which is put forward. 

I was looking for certain assistance. I have talked so far about the strong points of this movement and the Swatantra Bharat Party, but we have suffered from the fact that we were an outfit of rural origin and most city people don't even know me. Sanjeev said that he heard about me only when he came here, or probably only a few days before that. That rather surprised me, because at least over the last five years UPSC examination, in the objective papers, my mane has figured thrice, and I think that in the last 20 years, I have been for delivering a lecture in the Lal Bahadur Shastri Academy in Mussoorie on at least in 12 occassions. That is a great advantage, because at least the Police Officers that have heard me and the Collectors who have heard me at the Lal Bahadur Shastri Academy, are probably a little sparing when they order lathi charge or shooting. 

Now I have yo cross the limitations that came with the good work. I lack a number of things; one thing, even though I mentioned that I was Chief of Informatics Services in the United Nations, essentially dealing with utilization of informatics, it is those who stand for the return of socialism who use the internet and the modern technology for communication to greater advantage. The whole Seattle was manipulated on the basis of internets and e-mails. 

I want to have a good communications system, I want to have a research system, a think tank, I can say with a certain degree of pride, that all the new changes that happened in agriculture economics, happened in my own village in Ambetham over the last 20 years. But I am growing old. I need help and if there is something like a think tank with people who will support to the research that is necessary the liberal movement of the farmers will not go in the wrong way.

I of course need funds. I was attending a discussion on the periphery on elections and one of the leaders, I would not mention his name or party, he said that the for contesting a legislative assembly election this time, even the last candidate would have to spend something like 25 lakh rupees. The bigger parties would spend probably a crore on paper but actually much more. Now this is not my strength. 

I was telling the other day, someone handed over, after the workshop, in one sum, one lakh rupees for the work of the SBP, and I said this is the largest sum I've ever seen handed over to the SBP. 

In previous elections when we contested 212 seats, our total expenditure for all the seats was 12 lakh of rupees, which was mostly spent on advertising. 

I want help from you. 

I accepted the responsibility. I know my mandate. I have to see that the liberal party, the SBP, gets recognized as a National Party in the near future. But I want help from you, on studies, on communications, on campaign management and most important funds. 

I have put a very modest estimate: I would need to perform my job in a fairly satisfactory manner a sum of 12 crores. I think some of you, those who know politics will laugh at this because Mulayam Singh’s budget is 2,400 crores. Now if that's the kind of job that you are giving me, for making liberalism stay, then I'm not saying that you should give me that kind of a sum. What is required as a liberal is that you should do the best you can. Because I am doing the best I can. 

I've been doing the best I can for the last 25 years. I wish you to come at this crucial stage and see that the task of making liberalization survive is made as easy as possible. But I know the difficulty of the task. I've to face people who say we'll give you two rupees per kilo paddy, Bala Sahib Thakerey in Mumbai said we'll give you one rupee "Mulka Bhaka". People vote for promises like that, because the general voter’s psychology is that no leader elected coming out of this election is ever going to do any good for the country as a whole. A voter feels like a defeated army. Each one unto himself and the weakest take the hindmost. Now what they want is somebody who gets elected who will give them some personal help -- who will throw some kind of a stick to clutch at, somebody who will give his son a job, who will give some sort of an assistance, some utensils, some dhotis, some sarees etc. That is unfortunately the situation of the voter today. 

And if I go before that electorate, what is the message I’m talking about? I’m saying that you will stand on your own feet. Your reward will be strictly proportional to the merit you have and the competence you have. His reaction is going to be, what do we need you for? He doesn't understand that all the governments up to now have been working to deny competent people their legitimate reward. 

I know that politically the job that you have given me is impossible because people have not come to a point where they can vote with a larger perspective.

When I was in Switzerland -- you know we have a lot of referendums in Switzerland, and the first referendum that I heard of while I was staying in Berne, was a proposal to increase the fares of the trams, which were still running in Berne. When I came to India a lot of trams were burnt down - people protesting against the increase of tram fare in Calcutta,  and I was surprised that in the referendum the people of Berne overwhelmingly voted for the hike of the tram fares. We don't have a voter like that.

The voter is going to know, if he doesn't know today, little by little in a few years time, he is going to come to know, that protection and the system of free lunches don't work. The only way that we can survive, the earth can survive, is through the liberal way. But till that time happens it is going to be a very impossible and odd kind of fight. 

I had determined some 20 years back that the job that I have undertaken is an important job. I have decided to keep the flag flying no matter what odds I have to face till what's politically impossible today becomes politically inevitable, and that's the day I’m working towards. 

And I am glad that Sanjeev has given me this opportunity of meeting you. 

You all have the possibility of trying to make up for some of the basic deficiencies which are holding back the liberal movement.

At the time of the Swatantra it must be said that at least the Tatas stood by Minoo Masani, because Minoo Masani was an employee of the Tata, -- they helped him along in a big way. Today's industrialists have managed a new way of dealing with politicians. Rather than giving them any money (some they have to give in any case), they have learnt the art of manipulating the license permit system to their advantage. This is the great contribution of Dhirubhai Ambani -- that you can always manipulate the license permit system to your advantage, and therefore they do not attach much importance to the liberal movement as a theory or as a force. What they are interested in doing is - if the socialist movement, steers clear of them, they are prepared to survive and coexist with that kind of a system.

Once I was visiting a friend who was annoyed about an inspector who demanded 500 rupees, and he gave him the 500 rupees. And I asked him why are you doing it? You are such a highly qualified person and any inspector comes and you give a bribe of 500? He said, “You don't know the nuisance power of the inspector. Once I decided not to give the money, that inspector sent a report that the ceiling of my canteen is 9 inches lower than what it ought to be under the rules. Therefore I had to bring down the whole ceiling and it meant a lot of expenditure, so its much better that I give him 500 rupees and finish with it”. I said. “Why don't you fight against this”? His reply was, “We don't have a leader like you”. I said, “I'm prepared to lead you on one condition, on the condition that you will want real liberalism. You will get protection from the inspector from me, but you'll have to get prepared to give up the advantages you get out of the license permit system”. His reply was, “We want to be free, but we don't want to be that free”.

Now my appeal to you is -- for sometime when we switch over from the socialist pattern to the liberal pattern, it's going to mean hard days. I'm not at all going to deny that some of the Indian entrepreneurs will have to face very hard days. Farmers are committing suicide and I think very shortly, we might start hearing even of small-scale industrialists committing suicide. That's bound to happen. My job is to steer the whole nation clear of this particular transition. My job is like, I gave the example in the workshop -- after the wedding, when the bride has to be carried to the nuptial chamber, she knows that her happiness lies there, her future lies there, all the same she is terribly apprehensive and full of fear. At that time there has to be some old matron, putting her hand on her feet, chaperoning her and telling her and encouraging her to take the last necessary steps. I think that is the role of the liberals today in an extremely difficult period. 

When the socialist forces are rallying strength, the people at large are required to be encouraged to take the last steps to provide a political leadership that will see that the impediments that stood in the way of Indians shining on the basis of their merit are removed. 

And that India becomes a world-class power as it has every right to claim. 

Thank You.

� This has to be verified - may change. Draft 0.01, 29 January 2004.
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